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BY JOHN DUKE ANTHONY

he Middle East peace

process sits once more

at a crossroads, as vio-

lence, suicide bombings
and Israeli retaliations contin-
ue.

The personal hatred between
Yasser Arafat and Ariel Sharon
continues to widen diplomatic
gaps in the region. And recent-
ly, the Israeli prime minister’s
Likud Party voted not to recog-

. nize an independent Palestinian
state.

As the two sides start to move
further away from the path to

. peace, we must ask ourselves:
. Isn’t the end of the Middle East
conflict too important to leave
to Israel and the Palestinians to
. decide by themselves?
Neither the United States,
- nor the Arab world, nor Israel
~alone can solve this problem.
- Only the commitment and in-
volvement of the world’s peace-
seeking leaders can solve this
" problem and move toward a
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Path to peace in Mideast needs more participants

path of peace.

The League of Arab States’s
22 member countries recently
adopted unanimously Saudi
Arabian Crown Prince Abdul-
lah’s peace proposal. It is the
most far-reaching Arab offer to
date.

The United States, Great
Britain, Russia, China, France
and the European Union have
all expressed support for the
initiative. In addition, 60 other
heads of state and more than

.half the Israeli population have

endorsed the proposal.

The proposal contains every-
thing Israel has asked for, in-
cluding normalization of diplo-
matic and commercial ties with
the Jewish state, pan-Arab rec-
ognition of Israel, and a guaran-
tee of regional security in
which there would be no at-
tacks against Israel, or by Israel
against an Arab country, of any
kind.

From an Arab and Islamic
world perspective, the question
is when will Prime Minister

Sharon take ‘“‘yes” for an an-
swer?

Rather than accept the un-
precedented Arab peace offer,
Sharon and his Likud leader-
ship have taken a different

strategy — that of discrediting
Saudi Arabia.

The Israeli
leadership’s
reluctance to

U.S., Arab and Israeli leaders
need to stop pointing fingers.

repeatedly and forcefully stated
that there is no justification for
terrorism, no matter what the
cause or reasons behind it. The
false claims to the contrary of
some. Americans and Israelis
are more than outrageous. T}_uey

. are an incite-
- ment to ex-

embrace the
crown prince’s proposal is irre-
sponsible in light of the fact that
Saudi Arabia has repeatedly
and unequivocally condemned
terrorism.

President Bush, Secretary of
State Colin Powell, Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
and others among our country’s
top leaders have repeatedly
stated that Saudi Arabia has
been and continues to be fully
cooperative with the United
States’ efforts to fight terror-
ism.

The kingdom’s leaders have
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. tremists.
What Saudi
Arabla the

Umted States and numerous
other aid donors are doing in
concert is helping Palestinians
who are victimized by violence.

Together with U.S. taxpay-
ers, the Saudi government is
extending aid with humanitar-
ian institutions, such as the
United Nations, the Red Cross,
the Red Crescent, and other
charitable agencies. The aid in-
cludes helping the orphans and
widows of those killed and dis-
abled.

The assistance extends food
and shelter to those who have

lost family members and
homes. It ensures that clothing
and emergency health care ser-
vices reach those in need. It
provides money to restock hos-
pitals and clinics that have no
medicines, to rebuild schools,
and to restore electricity, water,
and communications.

U.S., Arab and Israeli leaders
need to stop pointing. fingers
and searching for scapegoats.
In support of peace, they need

to focus on the solutions -at

hand.

To.do this, the United States
must prowde the world with
more than a vision. In pursuing
the path toward peace, some-
thing of immense importance is
missing. The world waits for its
champion. It is the establish-
ment of a U.S.-led coalition to
bring about peace between Ar-
abs and Israelis.

The so-called “Quartet” — a
loose grouping of the United
States, Russia, the United Na-
tions and the European Union
that intends to convene a con-
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ference this summer on the is-
sue — is not enough.

A foursome does not come
close to constituting the kind of
internationally concerted action
required to put this conflict to
rest.

A coalition ended the Iran-

~Iraq war. It is what liberated

Kuwait. It is what is now rout-
ing the remnants of the Taliban
and al-Qaida. = -

.- A grand orchestra of allies is

‘needed to bring the occupation

to an ehd and the independent

State of Palestine into being.
Let’s forge that now. Before

more innocent blood is shed.
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