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SUMMARY

GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

 The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is located in Western Africa, bordering
the North Atlantic Ocean, between Senegal and Western Sahara. It is rich in
cultural and religious diversity due to its location at the crossroads of three
continents.

The country initially began as a single-party, authoritarian regime and
experienced 49 years of dictatorships, flawed elections, failed attempts at
democracy, and military coups. Mohamed Ould Cheikh GHAZOUANI was
elected president in 2019, and his inauguration marked the first peaceful
transition of power from one democratically elected president to another,
solidifying Mauritania’s status as an emerging democracy.

Chief of State: The position of the president is currently held by President
Mohamed Ould Cheikh el GHAZOUANI.

Capital: Nouakchott
Other notable cities: Nouadhibou
Gov Type: Presidential republic
Population: 4,328,040 (2024 est.)

Colonial History: Mauritania was colonized by France in the early 20th
century as part of French West Africa. The colonization of Mauritania was an
expansion of the area of French control over Senegal, beginning in the form
of punitive expeditions against the Maures. The colonial period of Mauritania
lasted for a mere two generations, from 1904 to 1960. Mauritania gained its
independence from France on November 28, 1960.

Mauritania is about 1,030,700 square kilometers in total area and has 0
square kilometers of water but has 5,002 kilometers of land boundaries. 

The climate is desert; constantly hot, dry, dusty.

The terrain is mostly barren, flat plains of the Sahara; some central hills.

Natural resources include iron ore, gypsum, copper, phosphate,
diamonds, gold, oil, fish.
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Noun: Mauritanian(s)
Adjective: Mauritanian
Ethnic Groups: Black Moors (Haratines - Arabic-speaking descendants of
African origin who are or were enslaved by White Moors) 40%, White Moors
(of Arab-Amazigh descent, known as Beydane) 30%, Sub-Saharan
Mauritanians (non-Arabic speaking, largely resident in or originating from the
Senegal River Valley, including Halpulaar, Fulani, Soninke, Wolof, and
Bambara ethnic groups) 30%

Languages: Arabic (official and national), Pular, Soninke, Wolof (all national
languages), French; note - the spoken Arabic in Mauritania differs considerably
from the Modern Standard Arabic used for official written purposes or in the
media; the Mauritanian dialect, which incorporates many Tamazight words, is
referred to as Hassaniya
Religion: Muslim (official) 100%

Literacy: 91% (Male 96.7%, 85.6% Female)
Population growth is at 1.44%% (2024 est.)

Mauritania’s economy is described as a lower middle-income West
African economy; primarily agrarian; rising urbanization; poor
property rights; systemic corruption; endemic social and workforce
tensions; wide-scale terrorism; foreign over-fishing; environmentally
fragile

Real GDP (Purchasing Power Parity): $25.245 billion (2022 est.)
Real GDP Growth Rate: 6.38% (2022 est.)
Real GDP Per Capita: $5,300 (2022 est.)
GDP (Official Exchange Rate): $9.781 billion (2022 est.)
Inflation Rate (Consumer Prices): 9.53% (2022 est.)

GDP - composition, by sector of origin: agriculture: 27.8% (2017
est.), industry: 29.3% (2017 est.), services: 42.9% (2017 est.)

Unemployment Rate: 10.79% (2022 est.)
Youth Unemployment: 23% (2021 est.)
Population below poverty line: 31.8% (2019 est.)

Mauritania initially began as a single-party, authoritarian regime and saw 49 years
of dictatorships, flawed elections, failed attempts at democracy, and military
coups.

Ould Abdel AZIZ led the last coup in 2008, and was elected president in 2009 and
reelected in 2014. 

Mohamed Ould Cheikh GHAZOUANI was elected president in 2019, and his
inauguration marked the first peaceful transition of power from one democratically
elected president to another, solidifying Mauritania’s status as an emerging
democracy.



Mauritania: A Timeline

26 November 1973:
Mauritania joins the Arab

League. 1976: Mauritania annexed the southern third of
the former Spanish Sahara (now Western

Sahara), but relinquished it after three years of
raids by the Polisario guerrilla front seeking

independence for the territory.

2014: Ould Abdel AZIZ was
reelected.

1979: Mauritania signs a peace agreement with the
Polisario front and renounces its claim to Western

Sahara.

1981: Mauritania officially abolished
slavery, but the practice was not

criminalized until 2007.

1978: First post-independence president,
Moktar Daddah, is deposed in a military

coup, prompted partly by pressure of
Polisario campaign.

2019: Mohamed Ould Cheikh GHAZOUANI
was elected president. His inauguration

marked the first peaceful transition of
power from one democratically elected

president to another, solidifying
Mauritania’s status as an emerging

democracy.

2009: Ould Abdel AZIZ was elected
president.

Between 2005 and 2011: Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) launched a

series of attacks killing western tourists
and aid workers, attacking diplomatic

and government facilities, and
ambushing Mauritanian soldiers and

gendarmes. Although Mauritania has not
seen an attack since 2011, AQIM and

similar groups remain active in the Sahel
region.
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2024: GHAZOUANI is seeking re-election
in June 2024 for a second, and final, five-

year term.

2008: Ould Abdel AZIZ led the last
coup.


